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A Conference about the ex- 
cellent things of the other World. 


F Ary. Itis an eſpecial wonderfull 
DS favour from Teſus, to thy two poor 
ſifters,to have opportumty to ek 
again with thee, even with thee 
that art riſen from the dead , Ah, 
my Brother (my altered Brother Lazarus) tell me 
| ſomewhat of heaven and happineſs, and of the 
Az2 


| worl4 


Ny - 
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(2) 
world to come, and of my ſoul, and where it g0- 
eth when it departeth out of the body x, for they 
haſt ha@ experience for four dayes thereof. 
Lazarus. Mary, The dead may ipeak in 
snother manner then the living do; I am re- 
ſtored to thee again, and to thy fiſter, for the 
information of the faithfull under the Sun, 
and as a witneſs for Teſus Chriſt, againſt the 
' whole worldof unbelievers and Atheiſts, that 
know not the inhabitants of eternity,nor them 
that dwell in heaven, in earth, « 
Mary. Where then do the ſouls of peopl 
go when they are out of the body: for thencefor- 
wards we hear nothing from them. nor they from 
us in this life (that we know of )and which way do 
ſpirits go out ? 
Lazarus, Immortall ſouls do not go out 
at the mouth , tor they came not in at that 
entrance , the way ſouls come into their bo- 
dies the ſame way they go out. But the world 
and Chriſtians have hitherto been much blin- 
ded, in this matter, that fo much concerneth 
their whole ſubſtance and being of their ſoul 
and body, not knowing the eternall nature 
with us, which is the very root of us (in 
which we alllive, and move, and have our be- 
ings) but they 1gnorantly conceit, when me 
ſee the tome of the gall go out at the moutt 


(af ſome more viſibly) that it is the ſoul de- 
| parting : 


(3) 

parting : whereas the ſpirits and: ſouls of all 
people enter firſt into the naturall reot' of 
their own tree, into the bottom of- their own 
naturall conſtitution, in the great deep. I am 
LaXarws, and though dead, yet I ſpeak as 4- 
bel, yea, itis polsible for ſome onearth(whe- 
ther in the. body, or out of the body, they 
cannot tell) to demonſtrate to athers the 
eſtate of ſouls, if they themſelves be paſſed 

uite through the gulf of the new-bitth , 
So that ſpirit once born in man, ſearcheth all 
things, yea, the deeps of God. 

Mary. But do not ſpirits go out in _ 
death at the five ſenſes, and ſo at the eyes, month, 
and through the ref of thoſe parts(as- now in this 
life they run forth through the ſenſes, and man 
can hardly retain them within ? ) 

Lazarss. Think not fo at thy perill; for 
while man is in this life, he is putting forth 
through the life which is ſenſuall, by reaſon 
of the firſt fall; but ar his departure from the 
body, he is drawing inward to his root, as a 
tree in Winter. But this withdrawing is by 
degrees for as ye miy ſee ſome bodies fome 
at the mouth, and {well at the belly, after that 
the breath is gone out of their noſtrils, which 
is a plain proof, even to meer men, that all 
life 1s not then out of the body; for no lite, 
no working ; bur for chat time the ſoul is 
A 3 gone 


(4) 
gone to the heart (the mans firſt and laſt li- 
ving corporeity) ſo from the heart it doth by 
the like graduall withdrawing, walk ſome 
turns on the face of the great deep, in the 
inward elements (being withdrawn trom the 
outward, as from its exteriour branch, like 


limbs) kefore it goes into eternity,unleſs it be 


haſtened by the prevalency of light and dark - 
neſs withinit {elf ; and yet every foul goeth 
quick to eternity, yea, very ſuddenly, without 


delay, conſidering the white it muſt tarry 


there. 
. Mary. Do all ſouls travell the ſame way, or 
the ſame pace in their way ? 

Lazarus, No, becauſe they are not of the 
ſame nature, they have not the {ame guilt of 
ſin one as another, and {ſo they fink not {ſo 
foon as ſome do; or they have not the ſame 
ſtrengthened wings of heavenly defires in 
earneſt ; for as the hearts deſires to good or 


evill areſtronger .or weaker, even ſo the ſpi- | 


rit of the heart of man thall haſten to his pre- 
pared lodging ineternity ; they that are cloa- 
thed with the Divine nature, paſs through 
the fireinto God. And tnrough that fire no 
unclean or mixed ſpirits could ever paſs ; and 
tor any todream of another foundation in this 
matter,is a vanity and vexation of ſpirit. 
Mary. Brother Lazarus, What pain had(f 
: | then 
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thou in and after thy late corporeal lamented 
deaths | 

LaFarus. I know my words may be abu- 
ſed by many, yet hear, or hear not, I will 
reſtifie : my naturall life was put out like a 
candle, orasi: one did fall afleep into ſenſi- 


ble viſions of the nighr But (Mary) thou 


doſt remember that Ieſus loved me, and I 
love himagain dearly : otherwiſe my ſpirit 
ſhould not have been ſo eaſfie in and after 
my departure. I found my {elf full of 
thoughts, bur very quiet, having no luſt, or 
will, - or motion of my own, but my 
mind breathed in Gods own will all the 
while ; I waited only for his pleaſure in the 
quiet region of holy Angels, hearing (by an 
inward ear) the heavenly melody, and ſeeing 
(with the ſpirit of my mind) the unutterable 
wonders of the God-head : Ir was a fleep 
to me, yet I was very ſenſible all the while 


| of the love of God, and of my own nothing- 


neſs; ſo ſweet was it, that I never felc be- 
fore, nor {ince the like ; becauſe Ieſus loyed 
me firſt, I flept and nodded in his love, not 
in his wrath. 

Mary. Brother,The people expit to hear mach 
news from thee that waſt dead and buried four 
dayes, and many honeſt hearts would gladly know 
where, or into what life their fouls will paſs, as 

A 4 where 


(6) 

. where thine was, what tho didft think of, wh: 
thow dideft ſee and hear, which fleſh and blo 
£annot : yea, ſome now deny the immortality i 
the ſoul, ſuppoſing thou wers as if then hadfs me 
wer been: alſo, ſome feel not their own minds,g 
any thoughts in them at all, when they are ſn 
ding or T/ ceping, or in 4 comrvulſion, or ſlunnea,: 
wounded in the head, yet they come to themſelve 
efterwards. | | 

Lazarss, 1am riſen from the dead, yet 
the people (thou ſeeſt) care not what I ſay; 
for Lars they hear Moſes and the Prophets 


it is in vain for me to ſpeak tg ſuch, although 
I have ſeen by experience what the Pro- 
phets have writ of. My dear and deep Lord 
Jeſus told them (@ ig his parable of Dives, 


and of my brother [Legs (who is yet 
where I was, and not retnrned where I am.) 
Yertif thoſe knew they ſhould return as 1 
did, they would poſhibly be content to be ab-||- 
ſene four dayes from their bodies , but .let 
ther be abſent four hours from ſelf{that wo- 
full body, and houſe ſelf) and they ſhall ſee 
what | have ſeen, and hear what I have heard; 
for I have feen the root of the immortality 
of the {oul in God himſelf; and how eve! 

pt man, yea, every foul fibeadl 
planr, mettall, or other Creatures, all grow 
wp from their root, all ſpring from their 
NN Nh fountain, 


7 
fountain, every one in his kind, as at the re- 
ſurreQion. 
This dodrine att proud Prieſts (falfly cal- 
led Saints) will laugh at as notions , they 


-will nor ſee ir, but they ſhall feel ic after their 


death , for they are proud , knowing no- 
thing; they ſee not how God is the father 
of all this world, and of all ſpirits in it ; ſome 
are his immediate off-ſpring, and ſome more 
remote - All Saints are his children, grows 
ing on. the ſametree of God, and in him_ 
as he is properly called God : all the 
naturall ſpirits of #demss children , are chil- 
dren removed; and ſome other ſpirits of 
creatures, and things are yet farther diſtant in 
nature from his-being. The blind guides are 
drunk with-yain traditions without, and no- 
tions within, of their naturall or ſpirituall fa- 
thers (as they call them) they ſee nor, neither 


. will they underſtand how all this Creation 


came out of God (as a birth of time, from che 
womb of eternity) and that of him are all 


things, as my beloved Pas! ſaith, They know 


not God that fitteth on the circle of the 
earth, in the chair of the center of this creati- 
on; they think and teach their diſciples, thac 
heaven and hell are far off from then in this 
world,ſomewhere above the firmament , or 


nnder the earth; but they conſider not char 
God 


(8) 
God in heaven, or Satan in hell is in them, 
in their own hearts and minds, and that real- 
ly and eternally. 

Mary. But 1 am flill doubtfull, how one 
ſhould be dead four dayes, and not be all that 
while in the higheſt heaven, nor in the nether- 
moſt hell, or not go of ſomewhat to ſpeak of 
fo others more then ordinary, | 

Lazarus. Why doſt thou (_Mary) run 
about as a {wilt Dromedary, traverſing her 
. wayes ? Doſt thou not yet ſee that either 
heaven or hell beginneth in every heart in 
this life « What is heaven, but a fixed ſweet 
heavenly eternall natare, in and with Gods 
love ? What hell can be more helliſh chen 
a fixed fiery malicious gnawing dunghill na- 
tore and condition of a ſoul excommunica- 
ted from the pleaſant love of God ? Doſt 
thon firſt of all conſider what a ſoul or mind 
Is 2 It can ſtep in a minute, yea,in the twink- 
ling of an eye, millions of miles, as to a 1o- 
cality (it is far {wifter then the wind, and no 
room or locality can contain it.) Doſt thou 
not ſee how the Bats and Blind- guides ſer 
forth heaven as a place they know _ not 
themſelves, where above or about the orbe of 
this world it is, nor who, nor what is 
there ? They may ſooner makes ſhooes for 
the whirlwinde, and. provide a bed-chamber 
i: ſome outward houſe for the winds 

of 
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(9) 
of the heavens, then a locality for the mind 
and ſoul of one departed. z they know 
not their own ſpirits, neither do they 
note the ranges and chaſes of their own 
choughts, ſleeping and waking all day and all 
night: he that knoweth not what his mind 
is, how can he diſcern what the manſion and: 
dwelling place of his mind muſt be 2 Of 
what materials is thar houſe made © O Mary, 
think not of places, but underſtand thy own 
choughts (though (mark this alſo) beyond 
the compaſs of the Creation of God, there 
is that which 1s uncreated; for the creature is 
not eternity,and in eternity there is.no place, 
neither time nor change.) Now where is 
that that is moſt fitting thy affetions 2 Thou 
ſayeſt it is above, and thou layeſt true. Ir 1s 
above thy apprehenſtons. And what-is that 
above © Is it aplace ? Ir is not, Is not this 
Heaven, Earth and Sea,all one piece of Gods 
workmanſhip, round as a globe 7 Is not our 
firmament above (as thou ftancieſt) to them 
chat live in our Antipodes, who yet lift up 
their eyes to heavensover them where they 
live and breath ? And did nor Ieſus Chriſt, 
ſtanding in Paleſtina, lift up his face to pray * 
And ſhall they in the other fide of the globe 
of the earth, look aſquint or downwards 
with their bodily eyes * (I ipeak all this t9 
a7 


(10). 
thy underſtanding) and Ckriff would have 
thee when thou prayeſt,to look into the lame} 
heavens which we ſaw open when he pray- 
ed. He as Mediator ſaw the father to be 
aboye him, and looked to that nature (or to 
him who is God by narure, as Paul faith) 
flling the lower as well, and as eſſentially as 
the upper part of the earth or heaven. Do 
not follow falſe fancies of heaven, paradiſe, 
& the upper countreyes of God, but get thou | 
up thy heart to the upper and higher things, 
even the things that are at the right hand,and 
high eſteem of the inviſible, incomprehenſi- | 
ble being; for ſpirits departed enter deeper in-, 
ro their own root, whether it be good or evil. 

Martha. Doſt thow my brether Fuſtifie the Pa- 
piſts Pureatory at all 2 Doſf thou give 8 reſurre- 
dion tothat dettrine that lay long dead among. 
the Proteflants? 

Lazarus, 1 juftifie nottheir conceits of me- 
rits at all, nor their ſeveral Limbus,and cham- 
bers of rorments; yea, when they talk of pyr- 
gatory, they know not whar it is, .nor where 
it 1s (whether in the air, earth or ſea) nor 
whoare tormented there, nor who torments 
them, nor how far they go in , nor when 

they may come ont; they dream,but cannot 
give account of whet they hold - and both 
Papiſts and Proteſtants ſpeak very much of 
what they neither know experimentally , 

nor 


+ mw ce TY + 
nor yet by a certain foreſight; Now I ſay that 
the godly ſouls immediarely are in paradiſe 
without their bodies, but not.in the moſt per- 
fect eternall ſtare, rill God be all in all. 
Martha. Doſt thou diftinguifh between heaven 
and paradiſe ? what Pan | #5 there for this?” 
'Lazarns. It is plain, The repenting thief 
on the crols was that day with Chriſt in Pa- 
radiſe (which is rhe Kingdom of Chriſt, the 
fifth Monarch) bur not in higheſt joy or hea- 
yen;till his body came co him, And it is evi- 
dent thac Chriſts paradiſe will firſt be re- 
vealed in the laſt dayes, before he deliver up 


?| rhe Kingdom to the father, thac ſo Chriſt 
'E firſt, andche father after may beall in all. 


Martha.What duth the word paradiſe fienifie * 
| Lazarss. AS Eden doth in one language 
fignifie pleaſure and private reft with God,tſo 
doth paradiſe in another. Thefigure of it was 
a plor of- ground in Meſoporamia, that is (be- 
ing interpreted) between . the four rivers 
mentioned by Moſes, In it were two chief 
trees, figuring two natures , and there our 
firſt parents. alſo before their fall, lived in 
the paradificall nature, without fin, or ſwear, 
or mixtures of ſorrows, cares and fears ; of 
which inward nature that outward paradiſe 
was but a ſhadow, yer reall repreſentation: 
Now that nature is neareyery one of us eve- 
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(12) 
rywheg in this life time, and not far from 
any of us. But thouMartha being full of dung- 
hill cares and vexations of this world, canſt 
not perceive this land that is very tar off from 
the worldly, neither do the eyes of thy mind 
ſee the King in his beauty, fitting in his 
throne here - But as for thy thought and! 
mind, while it ſhould walk on the earth, it 
ſinkerh over breaſt into it, and: is fitter for 
earth then heaven, 

Martha. Whois fit for paradiſe ? 

LaFarus. They that are dead to this 
world, and the world crucified to them. If 
thou (Martha) continue thy thoughts in the 
. thorn-hedge of this world, thou canſt nor 
£0 in there; None enter into heaven but ſuch 
as are made meet for that inheritance before- 
hand : and ſuppoſe thou wert admitted there, 
art thou able (Martha) to abide in heaven, and 
to dwell with the everlaſting burnings * 

Martha. Tea, 1 traſt I could zladly flay and 
abide in heaven, if I could once get in through 
the gate ? | 

La arns. Light cannot ſtay in darkneſs; 
for when the night cometh, the day flieth 
away; when death comes , lite is gone; when 
cold cometh, heat taketh its leave; when ſad- 
nels entereth, then joy is turned into mourn- 
ing, andif thou be darkneſs, and night, and 
death, 
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(13) 
death, and dirt, and a meer muckworm, 
laden with thick clay ; how canſt thou in- 
habit the moſt excellent glory and light in 
the greateſt clarity , and everlaſting burn- 
ings * Isirfir for a beaſt to be Lord of a cu- 
rious garden, Or tor che night co intrude 1n- 
ro the Sun ? Or for {in and f(inners to ger 
into Gods boſome or paradiſe 2 Examine 
|| by own thoughts: Go, try, kneel and pray 
co Godin ſecret, and there ſee whether thou 
canſt keep thy mind one hour , or one half 
, hour,. yea, or one quarter of an hour upon 
cf God and good things only , without ſteal- 
ing Out, and thinking of the world, and rhe 
laſts, or buſineſſes, or hopes, or fears, of 
+ | things of this lite z and now thou wilt fay 
|| thy {elf, that thou art full of wandring 
"" | thoughts, even in prayer before God. How 
4 then can that mind ſtay with God in hea- 
IC} yen(if it were admitted there)until firſtirs 
- vagabonding principle be changed? andif it 
, | muſt havea change of nacure and thoughts, 
when ſhall it be © why nor now * wilt thou 
» put ittothe adventure at the hour of dearh ? 
h Grim death(miſtake ic not) is no ſuch Savi- 
a | Our as will change any foul or ſpirit in is 
1. | g2re of paſlage for it leaves the mind in 
\ || the gacure where he found it; only his work 
\4 | 5 8 wut and looſen the corporeal _— 
not 
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knot between ſoul and body, that only is 
the office of death that is abroad as executi- 
oner of wrath : or wilt thou (peor ſoul) ad- 
venture ou the Popiſh ? (thar falf 
meritorious fiery airy pit) yes, thou art lik 

to delay, O Martha, thou art aſleep in carth , 
the bottomleſs pit is not awakened in thee, 
thou art in the world ſnoring in the ſnare for 
the preſent. Thou wouldſt fain ſerve two 
Maſters; thy combuſtible wit is pleading 


for the things of time, and lawfull callings 


and occaſions, to the forgetting of the things 
of Eternity. Thou art lull'd afleep with the 
pleaſant ſong of fleſh, earth and deceity bur 
thou ſpendeſt all thy time in a conginued 
dream. O Lord Jeſus, that haſt awaked me 
(by thy mighty voice of power) out of the 
ſleep of the grave; do thou awake poar 
Martha (whom thou knoweſt) out of her 


ſleep and incumbrances;touch her from hea- þ 


yen, and rouze up her ſpirit, that ſhe may 
once forget the vanities and vexations of ſp1- 
rit thatare inthis outward creation. 

Martha. But for all this, Is it ant lewfall for 
#5, and neceſſary to follow our callings, and love 
honeſtly in our imployments? 

LZaFarss. Thou ſeekeſt an excuſe, and a 
cloak for thy covetouſneſs ; not thy Þnd 


only, butthy keartallo is in the —_On 


15 
ire of earch; I ſay all ought diligently to 
iti-Yccend to God-in fome outward convenient 
ad-Malling to the good of -all , to the hurt of 
fal{Sone; bur-lerthem uſe the world as though 


7 Is 


ikeWey uſed ir nor (and-pick itas a-dry bone, 8: 
th , Met che mind be always fixed upen intelleu- 
ee; MW angelicall glories.) Bur thow are ſerious 
forFiere thou ſhouldſt be trifling,and thy mind 


wol$ planted in the world, as atree planted in a 
ing Wuaghill; if ſome fine creatures which chow 
1gs foreſt be taken away from thee; a piece of 
wes by heatt-goeth with chem along; and ſuch 
the @# rented heart cannot dwell in heaven. If 
zut Fhou ſhouldſt ſtand ar. che ſacred entrance , 
ed $3od would cry and fay to thee, It tho 
me Tome here to the heaven of my holineſs, here 
the (5-20 worldly lufts, no wanton luſts, no envi- 
dus luſts, chere is not a bir of food ſutable to 
hat nature, thou-mayeſt ſtarve ia heaven for 
y meat that-nature can find therein eter- 
ay Þity ; and allothouſhalr in hell finde none 
pi- Þf thy ſiveer luſts, for there is nothing of 
hat in hell bur bitrer anguith. And for the 

for putward world, thou canftnow no more for 
we Ever feed upon that third cable ; for thy bo- 
y (which is the mouth of thar: life of this 

[ a fenſuall world)is in the grave an-unfie inftru - 
nd ſjnent to convey to the mind any outward 
ad -Komfort; and thus the naturall mind tallect? 
irs ſto a perpetual iſtration, by reaſon of art 
| Es © Eternad 
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cternall hungring after that, which it canno 
enjoy nor reach to, and ſo becomes a wan 
_ dering _ and a rogue before the fac} 
of the ludge for ever and ever; and all thi 
becauſe the ſpirit of the heart is ſtrong] 
wedded, and iweetly married to the ſpirit 0 
this great world, and cannot willingly pz 
with it, and yet it muſt depart ; and this ma 
keth a ſore rupture, and rent in the minde 
which will torment tor ever. 

Mary. 0 Brother Lazarus, Thou ſayeſt trut 
we are wofully buſie about this wain ſelfi 
world , this world is a witch, and unleſs he th, 
raiſed thee from the dead ſpeak to us, we remai 
bewitched out of our right minds. He ſpake t 
me, and I ſat at his feet in the houſe within (i 
the inward Temple) but my ſiſter ran into th 
outward court, riding on the wheels of the ſpiri 
of this preſent world, as Demas. 

Lazarus, Doſt thou: juſtifie thy ſelf, C 
Mary? The firſt may be laſt, Mary maz 
halt, and Martha may come forwards $ the 
ſame evil nature thou eſpyeſt in her, 1s with 
thee as really as in her. Thou ſeemeſt to boaſt 
of thy fitting at Chriſts feet ; but what haſt 
thou learnt ? 

Mary. He opened many wondrous things 1 
the houſe, I wats not tell thee, nor thoſe that lint 
in the ſpirit he ſpake by; for one ſpirit through al 

thine? 


(17) = 
things revealeth all things toone peaple that 
walk ia the green heavenly way hand in hand, 


= mith that only one true diſcoverer:he is T believe 
. but one, and diſcerneth. them that are fled out 


of this life , as clearly as he duth thoſe that 
breath in the air of time,for as night is as day 
with him, ſo alſo the life of many is one, and 
death of all is but one death alſo. But haw doft 
thou clearly prove it to me, that I have in me 
the ſame nature as Martha hath? and how 22ay 


T be laſt that once was firſt-? and how wilt thay 


convince me that I am a boaſter ?. + 

Lazarus. It thou couldft commune with 
thy own heart, and dwell with. thy lelt a lit- 
tle while, thou would ſoon (ſee that boaſting 
and ſpiritual pride hath bloſſomed and bud- 
ded in thy own garden, and that thou art 
coniident in fine fleſh and outward yar- 
niſh ; a boaſter remembreth his own feathers, 
he deſpiſeth cthers attainments, he inſulceth 
in words or in carriage, and moſt of all in 
ſwelling thoughts known in his boſome : 
Yea, the woman compares her ſelf with her 
ſelf, not with Chriſt, nor with pure ſpotleis 
angels ; ſhe is as proud in the dunghil of her 
vile body, as if ſhe were above all the ſtars 
of God ; and the man-boaſter alſo thinketh 
he hath got the..vanguard of all Saints be- 


-fides; he ſaith he. judgeth all things, and- all 
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(18) | 
ſouls (though he never heard the words of the þ 
laſt eternal judgement of God ; ) he con- | 
demneth in another what he alloweth to | 
creep into himſelf (as thou Mary doſt deſpiſe it 
thy tellow-branch Martha) tor though ye be | 
two ſiſters in nature, yet ye have two natures | 
that are common to both, : 
Mary. 1 know not what thou ſayeft;, how can | 
matures be thus in common, and yet divided ? 
for by this rule all will be in pieces, and every | 
one muſt fall out and be broken within himſelf, | 
and ſo no mortall man or woman can have peace | 
on earth. | "2 
Lazarus. Thou ſayeſt true, fin is the ſting Þ : 
of death, and of the conlcience too, none |} 
Can enjoy perte&t peace till he be perfe&, for | * 
there is no peace to the wicked, ſaith my God: 
no {miles upon the wicked nature in Abra- 
ham, David, Peter, Paul, or any other; and 
until thou be in pieces in thy elf, thou canſt 
not be united to God and his life. Sin will | 
not be deſtroyed but in a war; a war 
cannot be till there be firſt a falling out be- 
tween two natures within , all is at peace 
within the heart, while Satan is not reſiſted ; 
ſo much corruption, ſo much ſeed for divi- 
ion, ſo far as any is at peace with (elf, 
heis in war with God » but when any is} 
fo reſolved to fight with bis own luſts, as ne- | 
ver 


(19) 


© <cr to leave purſuit till they be conquered, 
® ſuch a one hath the inward illneſs and bo- 
Z ſom of Abraham. | | 


Mary. 1 hear they ſpeak much of | Abrahams 


© boſome that is mentioned by Feſus; and this is 


4 main uſefull queſtion I would ask thee, even 


| thee that haſt been traveller in the inward world. 
| 7Phat is Abrahams boſome where Lazarus was 
© carried from the dogs and gates of Dives, the 
) rich dainty elution? 


Lazarus. By Abrahams boſome (thou 


{ wilt hear divers ſay) 1s meant an inward fami- 
C liarity (as of the wife of the boſome, which 
, phrate is uſed of Uriahs wite, allo of Abiſhag, 
| and of Hagar before) in the boſome lyerh a 
| # a welcome gueſt,(as Fobn in Chriſts boſome, 
y and Jeſus in the Fathers boſome) or a fickly 


child (as weak lambs in the thepheards bo- 
ſome) where there is ſpecial owning and 
care for preſervation (as is alſo ſaid of the 
{inner in that ſenſe, he hiderh iniquity in his 
boſome too:) But Abrahams botome is the 
inward hive where the ſpiritual ſouls reforc 
out of this lite ; the woe 15, the Bee knoweth 
her way to the hive, but not the fool to the City 
6f God : the City and boſome of Abraham 


{ 15 neer thee; if thou wert quieted and filent 


from thy reaſon (as was Abraham) thou 
ſhould(t ſoon arrive there; but waile thou 1o- 
5 - B 3 veſt 


(20) : 


ve { & livelt in the paſſion of fleſh and blood? 
Abraham will have no ſuch whirlwind in his 


boſome; there is no ſuch wind in heaven, nor 
yet inthe lower paradiſe ; neither is there true 
peace in any conſcience where earthlineſs re- 
mains, becauſe earthlineſs is the mother of 
winde and trouble : look thou to thy own bo- 
{ome ; 15 the faith of Abraham there ? then 
art thou in his boſome : haſt thou believed in 
hope beyond hope ? thenart thou in heaven 
already unawares to thy ſelf, and in his bo- 
ſlorae unknown to thee. But now ro ſome 
ſouls it is hard to be quiet and cool-ſpirited , 
eſpecially to the cholerick; hard to the 
ſanguine to be chaſt and pure-minded ; hard 
to the ſtout-hearted to be abaſed under che 
teet of all; hard to the worldly-wiſe to be 
looſned, weaned, and cut from the love of 
this world ; now to them , to all them 'it is 


hard to enter through the gate into paradiſe: | 


bur the hardneſs and difficulty is not in the 
gate of God, as if Gods love were narrow,but 
the narrownelſs is in our own natures (as Paul 
ſaith of & to the Corznthians)this alſo is of old 
eſtabliſhed in the heavens, that as nothing un- 
clean ſhall enter there(into his love-dwellings) 
{o the more earthly, luſtfull, angry, proud, 
envious, diſcontented or unbelieving. any 
foul is, the further he is from the heavenly 

| 2h nature 


(21) | 
nature that is from God: Teſus ſaid, 1t is hard, 
or very difficult for ſuch to enter into the King- 
Blom of heaven, becauſe the ſoul hath a great | 
pack upon it, which is the crooked nature be- 
fore the gate of God ; which corrupt natu re 
is united ro moſt (as the Camels bunch to it) 
hough to a few its the greateſt burthen. 
[Now as heaven is not an earthly City, ho uſe- 
Zroom or locality, bur a life in the eternall na- 
cure of the love of God,in purity,tranquillity, 
certainty, and all-enjoyingy ſo far diſtang then 
from this glory is a ſoul, by how much the 


© more unclean and ungodly he is; though it 
> {be poſsible and uſuall with God to make the 
; firſt laſt, and laſt firſt. Wherefore let none 
 Eſparehis wicked diſpoſition, but kill ir, and 
= Fin ſo doing, lay hold on the unſpeakable 
| mercy, for though they are now ſick about 


queſtions in this life, and talk and diſpute 

8 about Chriſt and his Church without and 
within, yet Chriſt is but one, and the Church 
that is of God is but one in Abrahams bo- 
” 

Mary, My heart longeth for Abrahams 
boſome and heavenly quiet of faith; 1 am often 
ſad and ſorrowfull when 1 hear one paſsing-bell 
after another, and I ſee one grave opening to 
devour one corps,and another gaping for another, 
then thiak 1, where goeth the life and ſoul of 
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(22) | 

der body that 3s buried | and though 1 ſee ow 
— after 2... and dye like wo 4 at paſ 
like ſheep or goats _— inward fold ; woi 
me, T know not where they nor 1 my ſelf g0! 

LaFarus.Nonecan perceive us everlaſting 
habitation, but he that 1s come to be acquain 
ted with the! eternal nature in this world, as[ 
ſaid before; for whilſt the ſoft liveth without 
in the {enſuall life, it remaineth for that tim 
in the outer darkneſs, caſt out from the Bride- 
grooms love-light ; thou ſayeſt true, thac holy 
Angels (or powers) atten {1 upon Nations,and 
eſpecially upon believers in this world con- 
tinually , yet it is written, that they zre in 
heaven on earth, looking on the fathers face 
while they are thus ſpirits miniſtring with the] 
Chriſtians ; 1f thou enter their life, and con- 
tinue therein, thou ſhalt not be to feek when 
thou dyeſt : but it any one liverh as doth a 
ſenſuall, ſleepy,or fierce, crafty,wanton beaſt, 
he ſhall be turned into Hell. Therefore ſink 
down out of the old ſelf into anew felt in thei 
inward nature, and ſo ſhall ye (O people) get 
within heavens gate in this life, otherwiſe 
your work will. be a long knocking from 
without che gate of God, where many horri- 
bly freeze for anguith for ever: but bleſſed 
are they that do his Commandments, for 
rhey do enter through his twelve gates into 
— the | 


$ che one City. Now as God hath at jundry 
S rcimes, and in divers manners 4ppeared, and 


(23) 


doth now (as after Chriſts reſurre&ion) ma- 
nifeſt himſelf in the ſhape or habit of a gard- 
ner, a traveller, and fo there be ſeverall com- 
mands from his throne, that binde not all ar 
one time; but watchwords,and particular or- 
ders there are for every age, nation, or man, 
woman or child : find it particularly in th 
ſelf, and live out of the pa - this world, 
Mary. Many now ſpeak of the ſpirit of the 
great ay or re ih of this ls ; what 1s 


the ſpirit of this world? and how doth it work 


| and deal with us in this life ? 


Lazarus. The ſpirit of this world wherein 


G they live, iS no Angel, nor the Angelical life 


of Chriſt within, nor God, though this ſpirir 
be a very great one, (witt, cunning, ancient 
and univerſall ; He is as broad as the natural 
heavens, and is filling the earth and Seas, and 
all created beings at once; it is the fap and 


# life of naturein all things ; a good ſervant, 


but a bad maſter in the ſoul: ic is natarally 
an underſtanding , ambitious, voluptuous 
principle. This ocean ſpirit luſterh for thebeſt, 
greeneſt, ſtrongeſt, faireſt, talleſt, wittieſt, and 
moſt durable ; and he finds the ſouls of peo- 
ple fit for his turn: He ſeerh that fouls are 
eternall and excellenc,fair, lovely and lively 
ſpirits, 


(24) 
| ſpirits,as being made after the image and ft- 
milirude of Gods nature. Now every created 
being luſterh after ſomwhart that is ofa higher 
nature then it (elf, that in the fruition there- 
of, it ſelf may be pertected, for every crea- 
ture groaneth and travellerh for its own perfe- 


ion, but canot attain it without the afſiſtance. | 


of ſome one above him:he.ace it 15 the ſpirit of 
this world is become an earneſt Sutor to 
the immortal ſouls of Adams off-ipring. 
And for to folemnize the marriage feaſt, he 
preſenteth and layeth on the table of mans 
nature, all the delicate diſhes of pleaſure, 
wealth, honour, eaſe, imployments, ſciences, 
and noble natural engagements. But when 
he hath once got the poor ſoul fully into his 
poſleflion, &cropt off. the flower ofthe affei- 
on of the heart (which God ſhould have had) 
and thus hath ſpoiled rhe ſpirit of the mind in 
the luſts or cares,fears or reaſonings ofnature, 
then when man comesto dye, this ſpirit of the 
world cryeth out to him, ſaying, Aha, thou 
ſoul of man art immortal, I am bur remporal, 
T had my pleaſure with thee, go now to eter- 
nity, 1 will turn the ladder ; I was indeed on- 
ly an occaſion of alluring thee to ſin, but now 


thou muſt an{werit thy ſelf, I am bur a time. | 


im the end 1 am annihilated. Thus the luſt of 
time, and prince in the corrupt nature, ſhall 


play 


| ES. - | 
Slay the hangman with the poor ſoul, whom | 


enow buſily and craftily woeth to all man- 
erof wickedneſs; and none eſcape this cliff 
of fin and judgement, but ſuch as are here. 
born again from out of the ſpirit of this 


Svorld, tor that ſpirit is the priſon of minds, 


and atterwards brings the ſpirits to the lad- 
der of death, and then he himſelf turns the. 
ladder ; therefore take heed leſt the great 
ſpirit of nature deceive and travith your hearts 
from the true delight of God. 

Mary. But of the other Lazarus that lay at 
the gates of Dives full of ſores among the does, . 
what are we to think of him yet further ? 

Lazarus, That worm LaFarss had a con- 


f rented mind, weaned from dainties. of fleſh, 


m_P , 


I 
— 
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| chankfull when providence ſen a dog tore- 


lieve him,longing for the bleſſed eternity, ſuf- 
fering the beatings 8 abhorrings of ſervants, 
acquaintedwith the life of angels living above. 
But Dives (for Chriſt counts his particular 
name unworthy to be named on earth)he lo- 
ved his belly, his dinner, his ſupper, his diſhes, 
cups, parlors, ornaments, walks, recreations, 
ſeats, foot-ſtools, adorations from men, and 


{| the like. He loved theſe things ſo well, that 


rather then looſe them for a {eaſon, he would 
goto hell tor ever, as they all co that live 
luxurtoufly:, wantonly, A 
eaſt- 
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(29) 
eaſily, idly and proudly in this baſe miſerable 
life. Now the ſpirit of this great world is the 
air where ſuch towls flie, the Sea to ſuch fiſh, 
and the earth to ſuch beaſts as live to them- 
ſelves, not to God that made them, nor to 
Chriſt that bought them ; they never knew a 
new ſelf within them, zt 7s hard for the rich 
to enter ; of him it is ſaid, he hath received his 
reward, he hath eaten his ſweet morſell in this 
life time : and of the poor none of them is 
poor indeed, but the poor in ſpirit, they on- 
ly are near the Kingdome of God; and they 
alwayes beg long, and praiſe before the 
throne of grace;thelſe are not ſlothfull.ſleepy, 
conceited,or domineering .in this world; but 


wo isto the richin any ſelf , thatare not rich} 
towards God : the great gult is in their own 


hearrs, and ſeparates them from the divine 
nature, which 1s heaven indeed. 


Mary, Whom didſt thou ſee in paradiſe? what - 


cople are we bound to believe to be in heaven ? 
Lazarus. All that were like God and 
Chriſt in this world, loving, meek, pure, wile, 
aive, harmleſs, and ſpiritual as he is : whe- 
ther Magiſtrates, Miniſters, Servants, Soul- 


diers, Husbands, Wives, Children, Infants, | 


Idiots, and Off-ſcourings of this world, they 
are inthe heavens that have in this nature pal- 
ſed their time on earth, But for the dogged 
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(27) 
ſouls , cunning beaſts, . © IPA hogs,erin- 
ning ſpirits, deſperate hearts, ſcornful diſpo- 
firions, and ungodly minds, they are ſhut up 
(as I have ſeen them) by themſelves in their 
own wills, they are gone to their long homes, 
to the bottomleſs pir, where they remain in 
intollerable fammes ; but theſe are out of this 
life, yet not out of this world. 

Mary. If they be not out of this world, do 
they not —_ with their friends and equals, 
and others in this life ? 

LaFarns. They that are ſpiritual on earth, 
converſe with the Angels of God by day and 
by night. And as the ſtars work undeniably 
upon the outward lite of the body, ſo do 


| Angels operate upon theſe heavenly ſpirits 


(as they have done all along under the Old 
and New Teſtament, much more muſt they 


inthe New lIeruſalem,under the third laſt dit- 


penſation, for thoſe Angelsare not dead nor 
aſleep, nor yet far from any of ye :) alſo the 
ghoſts of people that are recovered for ſome 
minutes to walk on the deep between the 
gates (as is ſaid before) theſe alſo may (with 
Zim and Tim) trouble houſes, and appear in 


| ſhapes till they have their errand, or rather 


until their remaining ſtrings be worn our, to 
let them down to their deep. But ye in. this 
life cannot or will not know this matter (the 

| ground 


(28) 


ground whereof is deep) for ye are already 
prejudiced, Notwithſtanding, ſome will (ee 
that the ſoul is like a: tree in the earth , 
though the fruit falls, the leaves are not gone 
ſo ſuddenly ; the root of the tree is the eter: 
nal will and pleaſure, the body oft is the ſpi- 
rit, ſoul and body of man, woman or child, 
the fruit thereof 1s the thoughts, words and 
works of the heart, the rine or bark is the 


outward body, the ſap and juice of the tree is 
the ſpirir in the natural complexion, the 
leaves are the, outward appearances and true 
reports of him in his generation,and the fall 
the tree is the death of the man, whether to 
South or North, whether to the South plea 
ſant Sunny lite, or to the North, ſharp gr! 
enaſhing of teeth, where he talleth, there he 
remaineth Oye trees of the field, and for: 
reſt of this world, look, look what fruit 
your ſouls bear, and which of both ye incline 
ro; for there ye thall be ; look I ſay to you 
hearts betimes, for Satan looks t 
have every tree to make up his own 
fire ; he knew what your grand-fathers anc 
' anceſtors were, and where you moſt inclint 
| heaven-ward or hell-ward, and-he that ob 
ſerves you 1o ſharply in your life-time, will 
put himſelf hard to itat your deaths, to force 
your natures (if poſſible) to himlelt 1 = - 
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thruſt the tree to Satans own cold and hear. 
Be ye therefore wakefull, O ye precious chil- 
dren of men; take the ſword of God, rhe 
word or ſpirit of the Son, and uſe thatin your 
deep thoughttull iwraſtlings ; ſo ſhall ye tread 
the ſerpent under feet, {oſhall ye valiancl 
thurſt the devil to his own pir whic 
he digged for you, when you ſhall have eſca- 
ped your own fins, and entered the everla- 
ſting South light with God in this world, to 
your comfort eternally. | 

Maty. But now Brother Lazarus, Doff thou de- 
light to live here with us? wouldſt not thou rather 
return to that unmixed life from whence thou 
art come ? 

Lazarus, My fathers will brought me 
once from you through death into the other 
life, and nowmy Lords will hath ferched me 
again to you for his own glory z In both amT 
in his will, and his willis my heaven and hap- 
pineſs wherever and whatever I be ; my own 
will is crucified, dead and buried, and ſhall 
never riſe again. Now it is all one to me to 
be here as elſewhere, in his will, to his praiſe ; 
and all they thar are crucified with Chriſt,are 
of this my mind - in this perfe& will of my 
Godl1 reſt, till my change come from him. 

Mary. But art thou not now ſubjetF to ſin, as 1 
ſuppoſe thou wert not before thy late return to us 
for ſome dayes ? LARATHS: 
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_ | 
Ea\arss, My life whichis Chriſt in me; is 


not ſubject to fin; and befides this, that my 
life is become Lord and Governour of m 


whole man, ſoul, ſpirit and body, and ſhall 


put offall Satans aſſaults and ſnares ; But the 
wayes of my God are deepand unſearchable, 
whereof I may not ſpeak much for the pre- 


ſent unto thee, yea, it is not lawfull for me 


to tell all thatT have ſeen and heard , I ſpeak 
to thee and to thy ſiſter familiarly. And 

eace be unto thee Mary, in following the 
amp of God that burneth and ſhinerh in thee, 
and ſhall be alwayes with thee z forſake nor 
the words thou haſt learned at the feer of Te- 
ſus; and O thou Martha (which lookeſt in 
this conference as a figure of the outward 
court, and external form, as Mary is the mid- 
dle) awake and ariſe from the dead things; 
thoughts and ſocieties, and, Chriſt ſhall give 
thee (with thy ſiſter) more light. He is wait- 
ing and watching to fill us with the love and 
light of life; live ye in peace, power, purity, 8 
ſelf-denial, with charity and ſtrong ſtrivings 
and ſtirrings in the faith of Teſus and the Lord 
(my Lord) of Paradiſe will fill you with his 


own fulneſs. Amen, when he pleaſerh, we | 


ſhall again ſpeak together. But for the preſent, 
ſilence 15 better. then more words, 


_ 


IF here 


is 


y 


8* a 


nv Aa RA} 


) ds of 1 


00,  —_—_ 3 "Wo 43 


A. a. 


— 


(31) 
Where is Chri ſt ? 


I. Many now enquire for che true Chriſt, 
what he is, where he is, how far off, how 
near, how like man, 1n what appearance Or 
form he is, whether he be onely in heaven, 
or how is he on earth with his Church, and 
what Church thatis (for many cry out, loe 
here, loe there) for ſaith one, There is no- 
thing of Chriſts perſon on this ſide the ſtar- 
rie firmament (for he hath to this day ſuch 
fleſh, blood and bones as we have) Another 
believeth that he hath no humane nature 
about him at all, but is become all ſpiric, and 
is everywhere, ſo as that his fleſh may be 
fed on by faith, and his blood drunk in all 
places, ſeaſons, and conditions by a believing 
mind, One ſpeaketh loud for a Chriſt thar 
dyed for him at Ieruſalem, and in greateſt 
love hath juſtified him without his own 
works orhelp. Another {peaks of a Chriſt 
within him, and makes his voice to be heard 


1n the ſtreets (as if men would divide Chriſt 


alſo, and tear him to pieces as they are torn 
within themſelves) His Government 1s que- 


| tioned, his Monarchy is diſputed, his inſtru- 


ions are much ſleighted, his body undiſcer- 


ned. One faith he 1s a. great way off, and 
GC others 


(32) 
others have long ſaid he is near and at the 
door. Thus the aſſembly is divided, and rhe 
greateſt part know not what they ſay nor 
think, nor whereof they affirm. 
2. Oye ſeeing ___ weep and ſhed tears 
of blood while ye look npon the ignorance 
and unacquaintance of precious ſouls with #3 
the Saviours perſon, and with the ſpiritual, 
wonderful, bleſſed and incomparable being # 
and will! After all their breaking-bread , & 
hearing-ſermons, and kneeling- prayers, after 
all their Scripture-reading , conference and 
ſingings, and repetitions, and writings, and 
muſings, and namingsof Chriſt Teſus, to be 
ſo blind as not to know aright (with certain- $ 
ty) what is Chriſt whom they worſhipped,nor # 
how near to them he is in them: Ah thou 
earth of man be aſtoniſhed at this! Is the Sun | 
hid from thee? Doſt thou not know thy | 
own breath and lite ? How long wilt thou 
yet be learning, and not knowing the true Þ 
Izſus ? Wilt thou adventure thy immortal | 
ſoul upon ſomething like Chriſt feigned in| 
thy fancy ? Wilt thou tread upon a wavef| 
or a cloud of thy own imagination, and ſoft 
{ink into eternity ? How little of the book of # 
Chriſts Perſon or Being is opened ? It looks 
as it moſt of irs ſeals were taſt ro this day ; 
wherefore while it is thus, weep, lament 
and | 


( 33) | 
and mourn until the book ve opened and 


read,that the children of men may underſtand 
& che acceptable and pertect will of God con- 
I cerning his dear Son Tetus, 
as Wy 3. Chriſt Ieſus is all, and yer nothing 
ce Uh char your natural eyes can ſee, If there were 
ith 2 no Chriſt, there were no creature, nor a true 
al, * God. It Chriſt were not the moſt High 
ng i God, the Almighties everlaſting pleaſur 
rs” Þ | O : S PLcalure 
cy coequal to him would be wanting in him, and 
then would there be no Almightine(s nor 
any thing made. If Chriſt were not ſtill the 
man Chriſt Ieſus (as he was and is unknown 
to men) no man would have a being continu- 
ed, or have life to ſtand on his legs, nor yet 
bea ſomething in the grave, nor have any 
# conſiderable life more then the body hath 
& wichout a head (for Chriſt is hez1 ot every 
1Y & man) If Chriſt were not the Angel of the 
UF Creation and Covenantfirting on rhe circles 
7 of theearth and of the Church) the holy 
a Angels could no more live as they do in the 
NY heavens, then the fowles of the air ſubſiſt in 
'TY the firmament without the Sua ar all. If 
lo Z Chriſt alſo were not the creature (even the 
head of every creature) all rhis world and the 
3 things in it would in a moment vaniſh 
3H and wither into nothing: Yea, if Chriſt 
Y were "not Conqueror over all devils 
df C2 and 
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and evil influences of this Creation, all would 8 
be ſoon overturned or ſwallowed up bythe | 
malignant powers, and the whole become a | 
dunghil quickly without any pleaſure, lu- 
{tre, order or beauty in it. 7 
4. Wonderthen'O friends a little at the ® 
Chriſt whoſe name is wonderful, and limit no {* 
more that holy One of Iſrael in his perſon, Y 
lite, death or will,as we have done ; for with 
him we have dealt as Dal:lah did with Samp- | 
ſon. Wehave tyed him with our cords, and | 
impriſoned him in our confinements, and by 
our {ins betrayed him to the hands of themoſt 
turious wraths ; we have ſtudied how to lock 7 
up the Sun in our poor Chamber,in our Opi- 
nions, Iudgements and Church-tellowſhips, * 
in our apprehenſions of the Scriptures,Crea- 
tures and light within : We have attempted | 
ro weigh his mountains in our ſcales, and 
have baptized our ſelf-conceired mind into | 
the name ot the ballance of the Sanctuary, i? 
thinking to drink & dranghr up his ocean in # 
ourearthen diſhes: Ah miſerable mind of man, | 
and wild confident fancy of the woman. It | 
God and Chriſt would or could be tyed to | 
thy Indgement , thou wouldſt quickly fall | 
under burnings of eternal judgements; bleſs 
God for that he is above thy reach, and thou 
within his, ye2, even his works are above ws 
wy 
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thy choughts, and (yet further) above all his 
works are his mercies. That mercy muſt ſave 
thee beyodall thy own thoughts, elſe thou art 
© 2 Wrotallyand eternally loſt, as thy conſcience can 
lu- © ſometimes tell thee. And though upon ſad fits 
Z thou canſt not ſtand before the ſentence and 
Z face of thy own candle, conſcience ; Wilt 
2 thou notwithſtanding preſume to judge all 
; '® Scripture,Saints, Churches and forts of men? 
= yea, to terminate the perſon of the infinite 
& Lord Ieſus, and ſo ſeek to ſtarve him inthy 
Z pinfold: He is higher then the heavens, what 
= can Angels ſay to him ? He is deeper then 
2 Hell, ſoas to be able to ferch out thence ; 
*Z what candevils an{wer ? (as the Sun is big- 
@ gerthen one duſt in the air above the earth) 
He 1s broader then the earth, what then can 
man ſay to limit him ? Let mans buſte mind 
no more bethink how to tramel him , bur 
with ſhame fall down before him for this 
abuſe of his infiniteneſs,leſt his greatneſs fall 
on man, and deyour his ſpirit. 

5. It this age were not too dull of hearing, 
many more wondrous things would be made 
manifeſt of Chriſts Perſon, that would evi- 
O F dence themſelves to all honeſt hearts, to be 
Il no errors nor Antichriſt , but the truth in 
E God ; then ſhonld many more eyes ſee how 
Ll he is man, and yet the Lord, the ſpirit from 
1 C 3 hea- 
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heaven; how he is the quickning heart to all 
kind of things (as the heart in the body, is 
(unſeen) to all the members) How he is nea- 
rer man then his marrow to his bone, and yet 


man confidereth him not within him. Then 


would it be more manifeſt how Chriſt him- 
ſelf is really preſent with the ſoul of man, as 
a raiment to be put -on, as food to nouriſh k2 
him, as a well-fpring to water him, yea, as Z 
the bzeath of the life of his thoughts (though 7 


he little thinks of the ſubſtance of his breath ' 


by which he prolongs his life) But how mon- 


ſtrous 4 wuiy, iS it tO imagine the great Lord 


Chriſt cooped upin ſome cloſer of heaven, or 
ot one heart, or of one form or opinion? 
Moreover, moſt profeſling eyes {ee nor the 
ground- -work and main wheel of all;neverthe- 
leſs th's is joyous that thy ſ1mple ſoul8: mine, 
(though we have not attained the intellectual 
copals Of rhings,(of all things) may yet lodge 
ſecurely in the body of the tree the Cedar 
leſus, (in whom birds of oll wings ſlelter. ) 
Ho cots t the inward body and deep root of 
this Sun of righreouſneſs is ' from us under a 
continued Eclipſe (an Fcliple ofmany digits) 
becauſe there is an earth within the heartt that 

arkneth the great 1:ght that ruleth by day,8& 
many corn the notions and further know- 
ledge of Chriſts perion. Others abuſe him, 
| | and 


3 

all Wand rant it after Co yet in the children of 
, is Wlite, though che bickeringSof cold winter, of 
ea- © bondage and corruption be not ſuddenly over 
yer I (but they will have need of patience and ef- 
zen @ fectual taich too) the ſummer will come on 
m- | upon the Saints (and that ſummeris in them) 
as i and fo overwhelm all their dark weakneſſes, 

iſh Z and ſinful diſtracted ſadneſſes and diſtruſts. 
as 3 6:.1 haveſeen more of the Lord Jeſus by 
oh | reading and conſidering nine words, then in 
th & many Books, Sermons and perſonal opini- 
n- Z ons. The words of him were written to this 
d & effect: the eternal meekneſs is Chriſt, becauſe 
xr | he mitigateth the wrath. He is alſo the Son, 
;2 & becauſe he is born out of the fathers nature, 
e  andnoneelle as he. And Chriſt is his word, 
>. 3 becauſe he revealeth the hidden God-head. 
Z Heis called a Perſon, becauſe he is a ſelf-ſub- 
fiſting eflence, which doth not belong to the 
birth of nature, -but 1s the Iight and under- 
ſtarding of nature. He is called the heart 
ot the tather, becauſe he is the vertue and 
Z powerinthecenter of nature, as the heart in 
* the body which giveth ſtrength and under- 
# ſtanding to its members. He is called the 
light of God, becauſe the light is kindled in 
& him, and taketh its original in him. He 1s ſti- 
led the brightneſs of the fathers glory, be- 
cauſe in the eternal ſtill liberty he maketh a 
| C4 glance 
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giance , which taketh its original out of the 
fharpneſs of the eternal nature. He is called 
the love of the Father, becauſe the Fathers 
Arſt will to the genetrix of nature, defireth 
only this his moſt beloved heart, and this is 
the beſt beloved above nature , "and yet is 
the Fathers own eſſence. His name alſo is cal- 6 
led Wonderful, becauſe he is the creator of 
all things, by whom all things out of the Z 
Center of the eſſences of the Father are # 
brought to light and being ,fo that the nature 
of the Farher ſtandeth in great wonders. 
7. I3 not this plain language to a plain 
heart chat knoweth any thing of what the 8 
Scriptures reſtifie of Chriſt ? The increaſe 
of his knowledge is wonderful (as a Chriſt F 
within and without all one, Chriſt God-man # 
bleſſed for ever.) Here is milk for babes, and | 
{ſettiement for the weak-minded concer- # 
ning Chriſt Telus. And here is meat ſtrong 
enough for the ſtrong (as perfect as he is) 
compu n not thou in "thele dayes that thz 
houle is dark and tome [peak in the clouds, 
but mourn that the eyes of thy mind remain 
ſill darkned. For now is Chriſt held forth 
poweriully, clearly and truly as equal with 
God, quicting the ſeverity and turning all 
ro love which love allo was the cauſe ot his 
Ncar: at on; note it and loſe it nor, The bo- 
2 : rom 
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tom and deep things of God are ſounded 
here and- brought forth by the ſpirit of the 
Lord, as Paul faith. But wo is to that man or 
mind that witha natural vain dancing fancy 
playerch with thele moſt venerable things, 
and with his imagination makes dalliance in 


- Z a dream with the greateſt wonders of eter- 
2 nity upon the bed of time and vanity. Many 


people and Preachers prartle of Chriſt, and 


' chey ſay,Thisis ſound dodtrin, here is Chriſt; 
& the truth is in our Chamber or Synagogue, 


or wilderneſs at the worſt. Bur they ſeek nor 
the Lord Telus in the worthy root, miſtaking 


* ?::/ thar ſpake againſt Philotophy in his ler- 
Z ter tothe Coloſs/ans, though they oblerve not 


that the fame Paz! to the Galatians tauzhe, 


& char chere is no true God bur he that is God 
& by nature (whereof more yet.) Now theſe 


are the men that dig not for underſtanding 


© as for pieces of gold, bur ſpeak evil of the 


eavenly metral, which they know not they 
tread it under their teer ; they count it exrth 


F '!l earth and natural) that is under them, yea 
ET che ſtars of heaven (they think) have no more 


influence on their complextons then the earch 


$4 under their teer,nor fo much as the flowers in 


their gardens,or port-heards in thetr Kicchins. 
And as others intrude into the Angelical 
world, & boaſt of what they haye not experi- 
mented 


o) | 
mented; ſo theſe confident and foecliſh hearts 
deny the Magois from the Eaſt that followed 
a ſtarry light to the babe Ieſus , not confi- if 
dering that all ſtars, Angels, men and other | 
Creatures are leaders to the Lord the Son, 
the firſt-born and only begotten of God 
8. They poor ſouls intend to ſet up Chriſt 
in their own private way, and to build the | 
_ great mountain, that ſhall fill the earth npon | 
their own narrow pinacle of opinion, which | 
building of theirs muſt fall, becauſe it is not 
broad enough to undergo the ſuperſtructure, | 
and the generation of undergoers have been 
too narrowly partial. Therefore undergo no | 
more then thou canſt bear, leſt thou be bu- 
ried in the rubbiſh and ruins of thy own edi- | 
fice; be not wiſe above what is writtes : writ- 
cen! where ſayeſt thoutin the books of men, | 
orin the Apocrypha, or in the tranſlated let- þ 
ter canonical {ſo called) in the book of God, 
which cannot be corrupted by tranſlations, | 
nor belyed by interpretations, expoundings | 
and comments ? Thar book is nor ſubject to 
theſe things (that little book) mentioned in} 
the 10. of the Revelation at the opening of | 
the ſeventh and laſt ſeal; and in that book it 
thou caſt readit in that paradiſe light with 
thee, in thee, thou ſhalt then behold what the 
Chriſt isin the ſpirit of Revelation, — 
whic 
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which no man can ſee the Lord:but what ſaith 
the Scripture.? Be not thou a dull horſe, ora 
- Þ (wit witred mule, or any other evil beaſt, 
Q fierce, proud, irrational, unſpiricual, unpeace- 
» Þ! able, bur ſearch-bumbly and conſtantly for the 
# perfect and acceptable will of God in Chriſts 
iſt i perſon, and then ſhalt thou find the everlaſt- 
he W ing cupboard of food to thy ſoul, and the 
on I caſement of the Creation, and the pearl of 
ch if preat price,and the changer of all natures, the 
ot WF centerof true Chriſtians,the general randez- 
e; W vouz of Saints,and rhe ſalvation of thy ſoul. 
en 9. They all err and wander that worſhip 
no W any God but he whois God by nature (as 1 
u- | ſaid before) There is no true Chriſt but he 
li- @ that is truly Chriſt in the eternal begerting. 
it- & No true Church but what was eternally 
n, W known in Gods pleaſure and eſſence, no true 
-t- i Saint, or Scripture, or providence maniteſt to 
)d, men, but what ſhone evermore fully in the 
15, MF clats of the inhabiter of eternity. Ye read of 
25 I our fallin Adam, it was the reall Chriſt in 
to God that then relieved him: Then of the 
10 F Patriarchs this very ſame appeared to Abra- 
ol if ham, Lot, Gideon, and nthers, eſpecially to 
cif Iſaiah, who cryeth out of his undoing at his 
th ppearance. And fince this old diſpenſation 
he F (as one and the ſame Chriſt) he the fountain 
ut E of 1mmortality, was defirous to unlock the 
ch New Teſtament, He ſtepped over that mw 
gu 
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gulf to take mans dunghil into Gods Sun,yet 
ſo (as without mixture) the dunghil of man 
might be {wallowed up into the divine na- 
ture, by the influence of the Sun. Now that 
man is curſed that denicth the leſus that dy- 
ed at Ieruſalem to be the only begotten Son 
of God ; for whoſoever denieth the Son, hath 
not the Father, but lyeth in deep darkneſs or 
malice, and ſo in hell, and there is left till he 
be awakened, and his fleſh ſubdued. But bleſ- 
ſed is the man that is built upon Teſus of Na- 
zarcth as on the onely foundation, and by no 
means or pretence deſpiſeth that perſonal 
death, at which the whole fabrick of heaven 
and earth did move (the Sun Ecclipſed, the 
graves opened) yet withal he is happy 1n this, 
that he knows that Chriſt was crucified 
by him, to live his own life in him, 
for he was dead, and is now alive in 
his ſpirit, and ſhall dye no more, nor 
he fall away ; without this none are (ayed. But 
thou who readeſt, be warned not to divide 
the Chriſt without, and the Chriſt within ; 
It 15 the gulf of condemnation, a pit for {elt- 
conceited hearts; He that writeth hath: ſeen 
the deceit. : 


10. And for things called Ordinances and} 


inſtitutions, be not rhou a mocker and ſcor- 
ner, aS if all outwards were under thy feet(if 
it be ſo indeed, why doſt thou eat , drink, 
; | {leep, 


© $$ a © my oy ©, . yas O@4 


ſleep, marry, buy, ſell, or work in the clay ?) 
let not Satan puff up in thee a vain mind , 
{peak not reproachfully of the outward Bible, 
nor give it a railing accuſation. It proves a 
tree bearing fruit, and occaſioning good 
choughts in many (though ink, paper and let- 
rer be dead things. ) And the fouldiers of 
Lrael were forbidden to cut down any ſuch 
cree, though the tree it {elf was nor proper 
tood for any. The Papiſts ſay this Bible is 
che cauſe of all evils in Chriſtendom; but the 
Lord Iefus ſaith, that which cometh out of 
mans heart doth all the miſchiefs, Art thou 
lo brutith as not to ſee how dark the people 
muſt have beenin the hiſtory and myſterie of 
things, if there had never been an outward 
Bible ſeen or read among us art all? Moſt now | 
that pretend higheſt, {peak as in that book- 
language, and that book ſpeaks beyond them 
all, and is a greater and more publique gene- 
ral witneſs externally for God, thenall their 
own outward books put together : but tor 
all this, idolize no book ; it 15 not the God 
that can ſave thee, northe word of God that 
made this world ; only inſtead of vilifying 


| of outward things (as the manner of ſome is) 


ſeek after the Chriſt who is hid through all 
theſe ; for Chriſt filleth the Scripture, Chriſt 
appeareth through all Creatures, Chriſt li- 
| veth 
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veth in all Saints of }; Ly Chriſt ſuppor- 
reth all þeings, Chriſt is all ſpiritually , and 
Chriſt is nothing carnally, Chriſt is Godin 
the father, and Chriſt would become man in 
thee. His work and office is reconciling and 
reaching to bring things diftant into one, and 
to recapitulate all things in heaven and in 
earth. Therefore muſt the Lord from hea- 
ven become man from earth. 

I1,Now the poor ſoul in theſe difficult days 
doth ask, what ſhall I do to have Chriſt, and 
be ſaved by him? Firſt, faſten this in thy 
inmoſt mind , Chriſt to me, and I to him «iay 
{0 ever)and let worldlings take the world, & 
luſters their luſts ; then look for Chriſt next 
| Where he is to be found for ever, aud thar is 
within thy heart : run not after every noiſe of 
power, light or religion in the ſtreets, yet 
keep {o to the light within, as not to be ctur-Þ 
bulenr, uncivil, cenſorious, partial or proud-ſ 
hearted. Think of Chriſt as all love to thy 
unworthy ſoul : he is the good-will of thef 
Father that dwelleth in thy buſh, yielding 
himſelf into thee as the Sun doth to the earth; 
harbour no hard thoughts of him upon any 
terms (whatever thy {ins or miſeries may be.) 
Can thy corruptons leflen the Sun in the 
firmament of God ? And it thou thus look 


upon him, thou ſhalt be melred daily into his 
eternal 


eternal love, and ſo become one with him (as he 
hath prayed for thee.) But abuſe not his love by 
wantonneſs or idleneſs, carcleſsnefſs, ſelf-boaſtings 
and hoggering between the heavenly feed and thy 
own luftings: The way is plain if thou haſt under- 
ſtanding, if not. ask wiſdom of God. Ask, and ask 


ic earncltly, without doubr he will give it thee ; buc 


when it hachentred into thee, murther it. nor in thy 
ſelf, bur le* it hzve ſcope ro teach thee more, and 
then it will ſhew clearly and certainly to thee how 
thou art one wich Chriſt and God, and God in 
thee one with Chriſt, and thou one with the harm» 
jeſs people in him, and reconciled to all things but 
colin, Sx an, death and hell, which rhou (halc tread 
upon, and trample under feet ; RejeRt nothing raſh- 
ly, receive nothing doubtingly , watch evermore, 
and when thou arc aſ{aulced,run earneſtly and boldly 
co him chac was in all points tempred as thou arr, 
flye ro him that conquered and (ſinned nor. Bet.0!d 
he is near chee, in thee, bone of chy bone, fleth of 
thy fiz(h, that chou mayeſt be one ſpirit wich him ; 


{ do but curn thy will from thy inward telf, and Forth- 
| with thou meerelt Chritt embracing thee with his 


love within. 
12, Laſtly, Although Chriſt were ſpoken of moſt 


| clearly, yet there is nothing ta man (unicls God the 


Facher lives in him) that can know Chriſt; the 
ſtrength oi imaginacion, and Gepih of reaſon, and 
heat of blind zeal, are £1! vanities in this matter, The 
wiſclt naroraliſt cannot as much as perceive this holy 
thing of God what ks is ; Hz h:t2 nor fezn the 
Sun, He is more wotui cen the untimely birth that 
dwelleth in daikneis. Give cherefore no flcep to 
chine 
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thine eyes, nor ſlumber to thine ey-lids, untilthe fa. 
cher and the Son become formed arid living in thy 
ſpirir ; for none knoweth the true light but tie child 
of the day;and until ic be day within thee, all is dark 
without thee. Remember and und:<ritand how the | 
heart of God, the father and the head of man i; 
bat one : the lighe (this light) of men and Mediacor 
for man is one, and not ewo ; know Chriſt in God, 
and God in Chriſt, and Chriſt in thee, and thy cif 
in Chriſt, and chou haſt eternal life in thee ; and 
when it is asked where. is Chriſt? and what is Chriſt? 
and where is he gone 2 and how ſhall I follow him? 
(and ſome point at the Synagogue or private 
chamber, or wilderneſs, or the within limiced ) then 
ſee that Chriſts being be thy chief good or choice 
above all ; bis ſeat within in thy bottom and ſpirir, 
and thy following of him (where he is gone) be in 
cearneſtneſs, humbleneſs, ſcIf-abhorring , diligence, 
charity, fear and continuance in all good works, and 


therein farewel. 
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